  Why the ATLANTIC CHALLENGE

The Atlantic Challenge is so called because it originated in a challenge between the United States and France in 1986 when a boat from each nation competed in a race off the Statue of Liberty. The craft selected were copied from the only surviving historic gig. This French vessel, now in the National Maritime Museum of the Irish Republic, was captured near Bantry in 1796 as the French attempted to invade UK via Ireland and Pembrokeshire. 

The movement now has members drawn from 30 nations, 12 of which posses their own gigs (Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Norway, Russia, the UK and the USA). They meet biennially for a friendly contest of seamanship. The last regatta in July 2004 was the first to be held in the United Kingdom, at Fishguard, and was the first to be won by the British crew. The next international contest is to be held in July 2006 in Italy (Genoa).

The United Kingdom has one National gig, ‘Integrite’, but regional centres which have their own craft  are in Scotland (Moray), Northern Ireland (Antrim) and Wales (Pembrokeshire). 

THE BENEFiTS

The International Atlantic Challenge movement continues to provide opportunities for young people, but in a local, affordable manner, by using inshore, open boats, which are much, more flexible in how they can be used. The advantages are:

• Cost. It costs over £100 per day for a young person to sail on a tall ship. The inshore gig costs less than £5 per day.

• Community. As community boats, the social benefits of local ownership and responsibility apply to all participants. The maintenance and administration requirements as well as actual operation, help develop this socially inclusive ethos. Major tall ships, on the other hand, are obliged to function largely as charter vessels.

• Seamanship Training. Traditional seamanship training, and hence the development of teamwork, is far more immediate and relevant as it is impossible for a young trainee to readily appreciate the complexity of sailing a major  tall ship.

• Shipwright Training. The simple, wooden construction of the replica gigs makes them ideal for shipwright training, an aspect not available with tall ships.

• Non-discriminatory. It is well established that maritime activity is an effective leveler of social and economic differences. Gig sailing in particular is extremely inclusive and avoids patronising and invidious comparisons that can otherwise arise.                                                    

        Purposes

We are an international experiential education organization operating in many nations. Atlantic Challenge International programs practice, share, and encourage the rise of the skills of the sea including boat building, sailing, rowing, and seamanship. Its activities bring youth together with the intent of fostering cultural and global understanding.

We aim to encourage and stimulate:

interest in our rich maritime heritage 

international friendship and exchange between member nations 

community building and responsibility 

personal development through challenge 

perseverance and self reliance 

initiative and creativity 

The spirit of adventure

Kurt Hahn

The “roots” of the Atlantic Challenge movement come from the teachings of Kurt Hahn (1886-1974), one of  the twentieth century’s greatest educators. Hahn firmly  believed in the value of experiential education and thatself discovery comes through challenge. David Byatt, Atlantic Challenge International Trustee from the UK, had the good fortune to be educated by Hahn in the late 40’s, and to teach at Hahn’s school, Gordonstoun, for over twenty years.

seek a challenge in life and if it is not at hand, they go out and seek it, often with damaging consequences to themselves or to others.

Hahn felt that the way to satisfy this desire for a challenge and to meet it in a harmless and formative way was to send young people out into the hills and onto the sea so that they might be challenged by the forces of nature and learn to meet with them and treat them with respect. In so doing they would learn about themselves and their fellows at the same time”.

Although Hahn himself was not a recreational sailor, he understood what experience at sea could do for those who ventured forth, and who are challenged and developed as a result. He used to describe the Moray Firth, where he sent boys sailing from Gordonstoun, as his best schoolmaster, because it was unforgiving of mistakes.

While a close friend of scholarship, Hahn recognized the loss of vitality of youth in our so information-bound era and called for “a sterner exercise of the thinking faculty.”

“It is a sin of the soul to coerce the young into opinions” he said,” nonetheless I consider it culpable neglect not to impel every youth into life-giving experiences.”  
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